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created these difficulties on purpose to spin out the treaty,
until the campaign should begin. They thought it abso-
lutely necessary, that our Parliament should meet in a few
weeks, which could not well be ventured, until the Queen
were able to tell both Houses, that her own peace was signed :
That this would not only facilitate what remained in differ-
ence between Britain and France, but leave the Dutch entirely
at the mercy of the latter.

The Queen, weary of these refined mistakes in the French
politics, and fully resolved to be trifled with no longer, sent
her determinate orders to the Duke of Shrewsbury, to let
France know, " That Her Majesty had hitherto prorogued
t)er Parliament, in hopes of accommodating the difficulties
/In her own treaties of peace and commerce with that crown,
as well as settling the interests of her several allies; or, at
least, that the differences in the former being removed, the
Most Christian King would have made such offers for the
latter, as might justify Her Majesty in signing her own peace,
whether the confederates intended to sign theirs or no.
But several points being yet unfinished between both
crowns, and others between France and the rest of the allies,
especially the States, to which the plenipotentiaries of that
court at Utrecht had not thought fit to give satisfaction;
the Queen was now come to a final determination, both
with relation to her own kingdoms, and to the whole
alliance: That the campaign approaching, she would not
willingly be surprised in case the war was to go on: That
she had transmitted to the Duke of Shrewsbury her last re-
solutions, and never would be prevailed on to reduce her
own demands, or those of her allies, any lower than the
scheme now sent over, as an explanation of the plan laid
down in her speech: That Her Majesty had sent orders to
her plenipotentiaries at Utrecht, to assume the character of
ambassadors, and sign the peace immediately with the
ministers of the Most Christian King, as soon as the Duke
of Shrewsbury should have sent them notice that the French
had complied : That the Queen had therefore farther pro-
rogued her Parliament to the third of March, in hopes to
assure them, by that time, of her peace being agreed on ;
for if the two Houses should meet, while any uncertainty re-
mained, supplies must be asked as for a war."